BOOKS RECEIVED
This completely revised version of the first edition is a result of Propositions 13 and 8, the recent state initiatives that reformed California's property tax system. Taxing California Property includes sections on the development of the property tax and the effect of Proposition 13, descriptions of all types of taxable and non-taxable property, valuation methods that may be used for each type of property, assessment procedures, audits, and appeals. The authors also discuss procedures that are used in hearings for levy and collection of the property tax and judicial remedies, including reviews of assessment and collection proceedings. The book's utility is enhanced by checklists that refer to essential details of tax procedures involving California property, a tax calender with deadlines to meet throughout the year, and an annually supplemented appendix containing tables of statutes, cases, and State Board of Equalization rulings. Unmarried Couples and the Law offers the first comprehensive treatment of the legal problems that can accompany cohabitation outside marriage. Coverage of the individual legal consequences that flow from marital versus non-marital status includes the areas of federal and state welfare, immigration and naturalization, tort and criminal laws, right to privacy issues (i.e., abortion, contraception, and adoption) and miscellaneous problems relating to insurance and legal name changes. The discussion of the status of children of the relationship includes sections on inheritance, intestacy, illegitimacy, paternity, and custody. The author also deals in depth with rights to accumulated property and the value of services rendered during cohabitation. This chapter includes sections on resulting and constructive trusts, equitable liens, and implied-in-fact, quasi-, and express contracts.
The Attorneys who represent claimants, owners, lenders, contractors, and title insurers in connection with liens against a structure for labor performed or materials furnished will find this substantive and procedural guide valuable. A key point of the work is an index system that immediately directs the reader to appropriate statutes, forms, and cases, and the time limitations applying to each relevant notice requirement and procedure. In addition, the editor gives full coverage to stop notices, payment bonds, and preliminary notices. Finally, there is a treatment of mechanics' liens as they pertain to state and federal public works projects. "Hereinbelow." "With respect thereto." These are examples of the "legalese" Flesch strikes out against. The author, nationally known for writing the first federal regulations in plain English, has designed his how-to book to guide the national plain English movement. This movement calls for laws and legal documents to be written clearly and non-technically. The author begins by determining a writer's "readability score" using average words per sentence and syllables per word to arrive at a number between zero (difficult) and 100 [Vol. 20(very easy) . For example, comic strips received a score of ninety-two, and the Internal Revenue Code a minus six. The author then discusses major problems with legal writing style. The culprits include the double negative, excessive crossreferencing, and shredded English resulting from the overuse of sections and subsections. Flesch's solutions stress clarity and are accompanied with factual examples. Straightforward answers to simple questions replace the usual complex legal verbiage.
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